
	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation – Irritant Substances
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	GE-13-10-19


	Workplace Activity:
	Storage, Use and Disposal of Products identified as Irritants to skin and eyes
	Date:
	Nov 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Staff 
	Number
	40

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	
	Number
	


	Setting the Scene:  using substances that are classified as irritants that may cause skin or eye irritation but not considered a substance hazardous to health under coshh regulations. 

an irritant is a non-corrosive preparation which through immediate, prolonged or repeated contact with the skin or mucous membranes, can cause inflammation. 

e.g. washing up liquid used in school staff room or non-bio washing powder used in nursery is identified on the msds data sheet as a hazard causing serious eye irritation – due to the everyday method of use and sale of this product it is not considered as a serious hazard to health however staff need to be aware it is a potential irritant and how to use, store and dispose of the product correctly and what to do if an incident occurs causing irritation e.g. splashing product in eye. 
this risk assessment covers all the products in general use in school that are identified as irritants only and of no other significant hazard to health through general use as per product instructions. 
substances that are classified as irritants have the following symbol: 
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	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1
	Irritation and harm to eye through product entering it 
	
	x
	

	2
	Irritation to skin through immediate, prolonged or repeated contact
	
	x
	

	3
	Lack of first aid equipment or knowledge of what to do if the product causes irritation causing further irritation and harm
	x
	
	

	4
	Lack of authorisation to use the product
	
	x
	

	5
	Incorrect use of product
	
	x
	

	6
	Child accessing and handling product, potential harm/illness
	
	x
	

	7
	Spillage of product causing slip hazards or potential harm/irritation when cleaning product up
	x
	
	

	8
	Staff having reactions to using product
	x
	
	

	9
	Staff not knowing if a product is a potential irritant 
	
	x
	

	10
	Premise manager being unaware of what products are being used by staff
	
	x
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1 & 2  Staff instructed product to be used only as per instructions supplied on product label
· Staff advised not to use the product if they are aware of personal allergy/sensitivity to product or its ingredients or have known medical conditions that could be aggravated by the product use

· Staff made aware PPE (personal protective equipment) is available in school e.g. gloves and eye protection, to avoid contact with skin &/or eyes and is encouraged to be worn if prolonged contact necessary to avoid irritation

· Staff made aware of the procedure to follow if substance enters eyes – see page 3
· Staff advised to report any concerns on a product or its use to the headteacher /school business manager

	3.  Staff advised where to find instruction on what to do if a product causes irritation, see page 3 of this risk assessment and staff notice board
· Staff advised to seek immediate first aid should an incident occur

· First aid posters in each room indicating school first aiders and first aid boxes

· Accident investigation and report form to be completed by staff member with first aider/ headteacher / school business manager on event of any incident

· Staff advised to report any incidents or concerns immediately 
· Staff made aware where the product MSDS data sheet is kept and to have easy access to it 
· Staff made aware a copy of this risk assessment is located on staff notice board, on staff drive and in risk assessment file in school business manager office.

	4.  Only those staff authorised to use a product should do so; day to day products to which this risk assessment applies are deemed safe for all staff general use in accordance with the product instructions and above control measures. See list of products this risk assessment applies to page 5
· If a product is not recorded staff to seek advice from school business manager and product to be assessed and added if applicable

	5.  Staff instructed product to be used only as per instructions supplied on label/product. 

	6.  All products should be stored appropriately away from children access

	7.  Staff made aware to take care in using products and how to clean up a spillage – see pg4
· Steps taken to reduce likelihood of spillages; containers kept upright, caps on – see pg 4
· Spillages to be cleaned up as soon as possible; hazard warning signs to be used where floors may be left wet

· Any concerns regarding spillages to be reported to the headteacher/business manager/ maintenance officer

	8.  Any reactions to use of a product causing irritation to be investigated by the headteacher /business manager and the product taken out of use if deemed necessary

	9.  Staff made aware to look at product label to check for hazard identification e.g. symbol and if in any doubt on safety/suitability to use to check with headteacher /school business manager. 

	10.  Only products purchased by school are used; staff instructed not to bring in their own

· A list of all products used and data sheets maintained by school business manager

· Office staff ensure only regular products with data sheets already on file are ordered

· Any change in products to be assessed by school business manager prior to general use


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	x
	Medium
	
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	Risk assessment and list of products to be reviewed yearly or earlier as deemed necessary if products change or incidents occur
	Site Manager/ Business Manager
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	x
	MEDIUM
	
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	FIRST AID:

Inhalation

Move the exposed person to fresh air. Seek medical advice if symptoms develop or persist.

Ingestion

Do not induce vomiting. Drink a few glasses of water.  Obtain medical advice if symptoms develop or persist.

Skin

Wash skin thoroughly with soap and water.  Get medical attention if irritation persists after washing.  It is recommended to remove any contaminated clothing.
Eyes

Promptly wash eyes with plenty of water while lifting the eyelids. Do not allow the person to rub their eyes. Remove contact lenses of wearers, unless stuck to eyes. Get medical attention if any discomfort continues.

If medical attention is required take the MSDS data sheet; take product container only if container is secured with cap / lid on, with no risk of spillage or further contamination and under appropriate supervision with no risk to others or access by children.

	DELIVERY:

· Deliveries handled by office staff / authorised TA / maintenance officer

· Only staff trained in manual handling to handle deliveries

· Deliveries to be opened and put away securely as soon as possible

· Take care not to drop the containers

· Any damaged deliveries to be declined and returned

· Ensure that the caps/lids are secure at all times

· Transfer containers to store immediately following delivery

· Multiple items of same product should be stored locked away in outside store or golden cupboard

· Single container of product to be in kept for use at any one time minimising risk of spillages

· Do not leave deliveries of containers unattended at any time prior to putting securely away

· Keep deliveries securely away from children 



	STORAGE:

· Product must be kept in original container with cap in place to minimise risk of spillage

· Containers must be stored upright in a cool, dry secure storage area safely away from children; caps are not child proof

· Storage to be planned so that over-reaching is not a risk and use of ladders is minimised

· Access to storage areas restricted to authorised staff 
· Use oldest stock first

· Make regular checks to ensure that storage area is clean, tidy and secure
· Do not leave containers in areas where other users of the building will come into contact with them

· Make regular checks including before use to ensure that containers are not split or blown



	USAGE:

· Product used only in accordance with instructions on container
· Handle the containers with care. Wear personal protective equipment if deemed necessary e.g. prolonged use or sensitive skin e.g. apron, gloves, eye protection.
· Ensure that the container is returned to its original stored place when not in use
· Always read the manufacturer’s instructions prior to use
· Never use near foodstuffs
· Staff using products made aware of location of First Aid facilities and First Aiders – notices in wall in each room 

	SPILLAGES:

· Mop up or use absorbent material and sweep up immediately  
· Wear personal protective equipment e.g. gloves, apron, eye protection
· Dispose in general waste.
· See below for disposal of containers

	DISPOSAL:

· Empty containers must be rinsed with plenty of water and dispensed of as normal waste

· Recycle all containers wherever facilities are available

· Do not store any other material in the empty container

· Ensure that the container is empty before disposal

· Residual stocks may be disposed of into a foul sewer using plenty of water
· Ensure the product is not disposed of into a rainwater sewer ie drain outside the building
· Staff to ensure that personal protective equipment e.g. gloves are worn during disposal if at risk of coming into direct contact with the container’s product undiluted


	Products used in school that this risk assessment applies to:

Asda washing up liquid

Etc

Etc

Etc

To be completed 




	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	A Partridge, CMIOSH MIFSM
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	November 2019
	Review Date:
	Nov  2020 or earlier as required


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


School Name – Storage & Use of irritant substances
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