	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	

	Risk Assessment Reference No: 
	MO-17-10_19


	Workplace Activity:
	Clearing drain blockages 
	Date:
	October 2019


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	Staff, contactors
	Number
	5

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	
	Number
	TBC


	Setting the Scene:

This assessment covers clearing drain blockages and cleaning drains.
Contractors may need to access drains or use high-powered water systems to clear difficult blockages.

	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1.
	Contamination caused by faeces, contaminated water, soiled dressings, animal/vermin urine.
	 
	 
	X

	2.
	Slips and trips caused by excessive use of water to clear out blockages and splashes
	 
	X
	

	3. 
	Falls into drains through becoming unbalanced or through asphyxiation
	X
	
	 

	4.
	Chemicals used for cleaning causing skin irritation, respiratory disorder
	
	X
	

	5. 
	Other pedestrians in the near vicinity falling in to the drain
	X
	
	 

	6.
	Weather conditions from high winds and heavy rain to heat exhaustion through extreme heat.
	 
	X
	

	7.
	 
	
	
	

	8.
	 
	
	
	 


	Existing Control Measures

	1  Work involving sewage is avoided where possible and contractors are called in to clear drain blockages etc; 
· Site Supervisor is instructed to cover open wounds with waterproof dressings;   
· Appropriate PPE e.g. Safety goggles, impervious gloves and overalls are provided to reduce risk of contact with eyes/skin;
· Site staff have had all required inoculations e.g. tetanus;
· Appropriate equipment is used e.g. litter picker, tongs, plunger or drain rods to remove an object; 
· Hands are not used to free blockages; 
· Breathing in of sewage dust or spray is avoided; 

· Strict personal hygiene is observed by the site team and hands are washed thoroughly after task using soap, hot water and nail brush; 
· Contaminated equipment e.g. drain rod is cleaned on site before storing; 
· Site team are advised to follow the  guidance on dealing with Sharps and Needle-stick Injuries on Health & Safety site on Schools portal; 
· Adequate first aid equipment is provided, including clean water or sterile wipes for cleansing wounds, and a supply of sterile waterproof, adhesive dressings is provided.
· Site team is advised to consult GP in the event of flu-like illness or fever, particularly where associated with severe headache and skin infections. 

	2,3.  Cautionary signs are put in place before commencement of job and left in position until the area is clean and dry;
· Any spillages or overflows are cleaned up as soon as possible;  
· The area is kept free from additional obstructions for the duration of the task.
· Access to drains in the external areas is limited to times outside of normal school hours.

· Wherever possible this will be a two-person process.

	4.   Site team are competent in safe and correct handling, storage, use and disposal of chemicals and cleaning products; 
· Products used are specifically for purpose;  
·  All products used are kept out of reach of children;
· COSHH risk assessments are completed for product(s) being used and explained to employee;  
· COSHH Manufacturer's Safety Data Sheets are available for products used; 
· The manufacturer's instructions and COSHH risk assessments for use of specific products are used. The product is properly measured for recommended dilution and added to water. The container cap is replaced;
· Appropriate PPE e.g. Safety goggles, impervious gloves and overalls are provided to reduce risk of contact with eyes/skin as identified by COSHH risk assessment;
· Eating, drinking and smoking are prohibited during the course of the task; 
· Strict personal hygiene is observed by the site team and hands are washed thoroughly after the task;
· All equipment used with chemicals / cleaning products is cleaned and checked before returning to store; 
· The Site team undertake CoSHH training every 3 years.


	 5.  Access to the work area is restricted/monitored by use of another member of staff working alongside employee or due to area being cordoned off with appropriate barrier.

· Designated pedestrian routes are put in place to restrict unauthorised access if necessary.

· Work is generally planned for quieter times of the day when reduced/restricted pedestrian access is required to the area;
· High visibility clothing worn by Site team.

	6.   Site team assess the weather conditions before undertaking external work and do not undertake the task if conditions unsuitable; 
· Site team wear clothing to cover skin and sunscreen in hot sunshine; 
· Site team keep well hydrated and take regular breaks in hot weather.     


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	
	Medium
	x 
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	ADDITIONAL CONTROL MEASURES - (IF APPLICABLE)
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

FOR IMPLEMENTATION
	COMPLETION

DATE

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	RESIDUAL ASSESSMENT OF OVERALL RISK
	LOW
	
	MEDIUM
	X 
	HIGH
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is High
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	Leaves will be removed from the external areas as much as possible through the Autumn/winter months to preview pipe and drain work becoming blocked.

The school policy is not to tip any oil and paints down waste pipes which could block the system.

Site team will never enter a drain to carry out investigations.  External contractors will always be called and use of CCTV to carry out investigations is the preferred option.


	Risk Assessment Circulation List  (tick box)

	Employees
	
	Management
	
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	Adele Partridge, CMIOSH MIIRSM
	Signature:
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	Date Assessed:
	October 2019
	Review Date:
	October 2020


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
	


	RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW - COMMENTS
Date:

	

	Reason for Review

	

	Reviewed By:
	
	Signature:
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